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Chapter  Six 


Of  the  Seventy  Thousand  People  of 
the  Prophet’s  Umma  to  whom  Allah 
shall  Grant  Paradise  without 

RECKONING,  EVERY  THOUSAND  AMONGST 
THEM  SHALL  TAKE  ANOTHER  SEVENTY 

Thousand 
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-~/i-  According  to  Sahl  b.  Sa  d Ji,  the  Prophet  # said, 

“Certainly,  seventy  thousand  (or  seven  hundred  thousand  [the 
narrator  was  unsure  which  of  the  two  the  Prophet  0.  said])  from  my 
l rrnna  shall  enter  Paradise  (without  reckoning).  They  shall  all  hold 
on  (by  virtue  of  affinity)  to  each  other  until  all  of  them,  the  first  (the 
(leading  one)  and  the  last  of  them,  enter  Paradise.  Their  faces  will  shine 
like  the  moon  when  it  is  full.” 


Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukharl  and  Muslim. 
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Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Riqaq  [Heart  Softeners],  Ch.: 
•Seventy  Thousand  Shall  Enter  Paradise  Without  Reckoning,”  5:2,396  §6177, 
and  in  Bk.:  Bad J al-khalq  [The  Beginning  of  Creation],  Ch.:  “The  Description 
of  Paradise  and  That  it  is  Created,”  3:1186  §3075,  and  in  Bk.:  al-Riqaq 
[Heart  Softeners],  Ch.:  “The  Description  of  Paradise  and  Fire,”  5:2399  §6187; 
•Muslim  in  al-Sahth:  Bk.:  al-Imdn  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “The  Proof  That  Some 
Groups  of  Muslims  Shall  Enter  Paradise  without  Reckoning  of  Punishment,” 
1:198  §219;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:335  §22839;  #Ibn  Kathlr  in 
Tafsir  al-Qur'dn  al^A^Tm,  1:394. 
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2.7/2.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Js,, 

“I  heard  Allah’s  Messenger  # say,  ‘Seventy  thousan  ™em  ™ 
of  my  Community  will  enter  the 

wdl  shine  like  the  moon  on  the  night  ot  the  full  moon.  Upon  hearing 
lat  Ukasha  b.  Mihsan  al-Asadl  stood  up,  lifting  his  woolen  mantle 
and’Jd,  -o  Messenger  of  Allah!  Supplicate  Allah  ro  make - one  „ 
then,.’  The  Prophet  * sa.d,  'O  Allah  make  ^ 

that  a man  from  the  Ansar  stood  and  said,  O Messenge 
Supp.LT  Allah  to  make  me  one  of  them,  too.’  The  Prophet  * satd, 

‘cUkasha  beat  you  to  it.’” 

Agreed  upon  by  al-Bukhari  and  Muslim. 
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Ch.=  “Seventy  Thousand  Shall  and  Over  garment,” 

y,76,  and  in  Bk.:  ai-I Ju  |The  Faith],  Ch.t  “The  Proof 

5:2189  §5474!  ‘Muslim  m af-Sah'd- Bk.^dM  1 without  Reckoning  ot 
That  Some  Groups  of  «»»  '"»  Shall  Enter  Pa  2;„o0  fo20i. 
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•Ibn  Kathir  in  TafsTr  al- Qur'an  al-  Azim,  i:394- 
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28/3.  According  to  Ibn  cAbbas  £§,,  the  Prophet  ^ said, 

“The  bygone  communities  were  displayed  to  me,  and  I beheld  one 
Prophet  passing  by  with  a throng,  another  Prophet  passing  by  with  a 
small  group,  another  Prophet  passing  by  with  only  ten  people,  another 
Prophet  passing  by  with  only  five  people,  and  another  Prophet  passing 
by  all  alone.  Then  I looked,  and  lo  and  behold,  I saw  a large  multitude 
of  people.  I asked  Jibrll  ‘Are  these  my  Umma ?’  ‘No,’  he  replied,  ‘but 
look  to  the  horizon.’  When  I looked  (to  the  horizon),  I suddenly  saw 
a large  multitude  of  people.  Jibrll  said,  ‘They  are  your  Community 
and  at  their  forefront  there  are  seventy  thousand  who  shall  not  be 
subjected  to  any  reckoning  or  punishment.’  ‘Why?’  I asked.  Jibrll 
replied,  ‘They  did  not  treat  themselves  with  cauterization  [kay%  and 
they  did  not  seek  incantation  [ruqya\  from  others,  and  they  did  not  see 
omens  in  things,  and  they  used  to  put  their  trust  completely  in  their 
Lord.’  On  hearing  that,  cUkasha  b.  Mihsan  stood  up  and  said,  ‘O 
Messenger  of  Allah!  Ask  Allah  to  make  me  one  of  them.’  The  Prophet 
said,  ‘O  Allah,  make  him  one  of  them.’  After  that,  another  man 
stood  and  said,  ‘(O  Messenger  of  Allah!)  Ask  Allah  to  make  me  one  of 
them,  too.’  The  Prophet  0,  said,  ‘cUkasha  beat  you  to  it.’” 

Reported  by  al-Bukharl. 
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28  Set  forth  by  •al-Bukhari  in  al-Sahih:  Bk.:  al-Riqaq  [Heart  Softeners],  Ch.: 
“Seventy  Thousand  Shall  Enter  Paradise  Without  Reckoning,”  5:2396  §6175. 
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29/4.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra 

“The  Prophet  0>  said,  ‘Seventy  thousand  of  my  Umma  shall  enter 
Paradise  without  reckoning.’  Upon  hearing  that,  a man  said,  ‘O 
Messenger  of  Allah!  Ask  Allah  to  make  me  one  of  them.’  The  Prophet 
said,  ‘O  Allah,  make  him  one  of  them.’  After  that,  another  man 
stood  and  said,  ‘O  Messenger  of  Allah!  Ask  Allah  to  make  me  one  of 
them,  too.’  The  Prophet  & said,  ‘‘Ukasha  beat  you  to  it.”’ 

Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad. 
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30/5.  According  to  (the  detailed  account  of)  Jabir  b.  Abd  Allah  the 
Prophet  0 said, 

“Then  the  believers  will  attain  salvation;  the  first  group  to  attain 
salvation  will  be  seventy  thousand  who  will  not  face  reckoning.  They 
will  have  faces  shining  like  the  moon  when  it  is  full.  And  those  who 
come  after  them  will  have  faces  shining  like  luminous  stars,  and  so 

on.” 


Set  forth  by  •Muslim  in  al-Sahtb:  Bk.:  al-Iman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “The 
Proof  That  Some  Groups  of  Muslims  Shall  Enter  Paradise  without  Reckoning 
or  Punishment,”  1:197  §216;  ‘Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  2:302  §8016; 
•Ibn  Rahawayh  in  al-Musnad,  1:143  §76;  »Ibn  Manda  in  al-Iman,  2:894  §974- 
30  Set  forth  by  'Muslim  in  al-Sablh:  Bk.:  al-Iman  [The  Faith],  Ch.:  “Those  on 
the  Lowest  Level  of  Paradise,”  1:177  SI9Ii  ‘Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad, 
3:345  §147 2’  (and  the  narration  is  fully  connected  to  the  Prophet  $£);  • Abd 
Allah  b.  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Sunna,  1:248  §457;  *Ibn  Manda  in  al-Iman, 
2:825  §851  (with  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission);  »Ibn  Kathir  in  Tafsir  al- 
Qur  an  al-Azlm,  i:394_395- 
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Reported  by  Muslim  and  Ahmad. 
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31/6.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  Allah’s  Messenger  0>  said, 

“I  asked  my  Lord  and  He  promised  me  that  He  would  place  seventy 
thousand  of  my  Umma  in  Paradise  with  faces  shining  like  the  moon 
when  it  is  full.  I then  asked  Him  to  increase  their  number  and  He 
granted  me  that,  adding  seventy  thousand  for  every  thousand  of  them. 
I then  said,  ‘O  my  Lord,  even  if  they  are  not  from  the  migrants  of  my 
Umma}9  He  said,  ‘In  that  case,  I shall  complete  them  for  you  with  the 
Bedouins.’” 

Reported  by  Ahmad  and  Ibn  Mandah  and  ir  has  an  authentic 
chain  of  transmission. 
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31  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbai  in  al-Musnad , 2:359  §8707;  •Ibn  Manda  in 
al-lman , 2:895  §976  (with  a rigorously  authentic  chain  of  transmission  similar 
to  those  of  Muslim);  •al-Haythaml  in  Majmaz  al-zawa  id , 10:404  (who  said: 
“Its  men  are  those  of  rigorously  authentic  chains  of  transmission.”);  and  cited 
by  •Ibn  ajar  in  Fath  al-Barl , 11:410  (who  said:  uIt  has  a good  chain”). 


t38  I ISLAM  on  Mercy  and  Compassion 


0 


sfcl : JlSj  i#  o?5  & *55 


32/7.  According  to  Hudhayfa  b.  al-Yaman 

“Once,  the  Prophet  & was  away  from  us  for  an  entire  day.  He  did 
not  come  out  and  we  feared  he  would  not  come  out.  After  he  came 
out,  he  fell  into  prostration  and  remained  prostrate  for  so  long  that  we 
thought  his  soul  was  taken  while  in  that  position.  Then  he  raised  his 
head  from  prostration  and  said,  ‘My  Lord  conferred  with  me  about 
my  Ultima,  asking  what  He  should  do  with  them.  I said,  Whatever 
You  will,  my  Lord.  They  are  Your  creation  and  Your  servants.  He 
conferred  with  me  a second  time  and  I said  just  as  I did  the  first  time. 
Then  He  said,  ‘I  will  not  cause  you  to  be  saddened  on  account  of 
your  Umma,  O Muhammad.’  Then  He  gave  me  the  glad  tidings  that 
the  first  [group]  to  enter  Paradise  will  be  seventy  thousand,  and  that 
with  each  one  thousand  of  them  there  will  be  an  additional  sevent) 
thousand — none  of  them  will  face  reckoning.’” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  Ibn  Kathlr  and  al-Haythaml  who  said,  “It 
has  a fine  chain  of  transmission.” 
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33/8.  According  to  Abu  Umama 

3Z  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:393  Sz33365  #Ibn  Kathir  in 
Tafsir  al-Qur'an  al-'A&m,  1:12.2;  •al-HaythamT  in  Ma,mac  al-zawd  id,  10:68. 
” Set  forth  by  •al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  Sifat  al-qiyama  wa  al-raqa'iq 
wa  al-wara'  [The  Description  of  the  Resurrection,  Heart  Softeners  and 
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“I  heard  Allah’s  Messenger  0 say,  cMy  Lord  promised  me  that 
He  would  place  seventy  thousand  of  my  Umma  in  Paradise  without 
reckoning  or  punishment,  and  that  with  every  one  thousand  among 
them  there  would  be  an  additional  seventy  thousand  and  three 
Handfuls  (of  the  denizens  of  Hell).”’ 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Tirmidhl,  Ibn  Majah,  Ibn  Abl  Shayba, 

Ibn  Abl  cAsim  and  Ibn  Kathlr.  According  to  al-Tirmidhi,  “This 
is  a fine  tradition.” 


34/9.  According  to  Abu  Umama  Allah’s  Messenger  0 said, 

“Indeed,  Allah  promised  me  that  He  would  admit  seventy  thousand 


Scrupulousness],  Ch.:  “Intercession,”  4:62.6  §2437;  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in 
al-Musnad , 5:268  §22303  (with  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission);  *Ibn 
Majah  in  al-Sunan:  Bk.:  al-Zuhd  [The  Renunciation],  Ch.:  “The  Description 
of  Muhammad  0,”  21:1433  §42.86;  *Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf , 6:315 
§31714;  *Ibn  Abl  cAsim  in  al-Sunna , 1:260,261  §§588,589;  ®Ibn  Kathlr  in 
Tafsir  al-Qufan  al-cAzim , 1:295;  and  cited  by  #Ibn  ajar  in  al-Isaba , 6:646 
§92.33  (with  an  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission); 

34  Set  forth  by  •Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad , 5:250  §22156;  •al-Tabaranl 
in  al-Mwjam  al-kabir , 8:159  §7276;  #Ibn  Abl  cAsim  in  al-Sunna , 1:261  §588 
(al-Albanl  said:  “Its  chain  is  rigorously  authentic  and  its  men  are  all  reliable”); 
•Ibn  Abl  Asirn  in  al-Ahad  wa  al-tnatbam , 2:445  §1247;  •al-Mundhirl  in  al- 
Targhtb  wa  al-tarhlb , 4:225  §5473;  #Ibn  Kathlr  in  Tafsir  al-Qur'an  al-cAztmy 
1:395  (who  said:  “This  is  an  authentic  chain  of  transmission”);  and  cited  by 
•Ibn  ajar  in  al-lsaba  fl  tamyJz  al-sahaba , 6:646  §9233  (with  an  authentic 
chain  of  transmission). 
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of  my  Umma  into  Paradise  without  reckoning.”  Yazld  b.  al-Akhun 
al-Sulaml  submitted,  “By  Allah,  their  presence  in  your  Umma  will 
be  comparable  to  a reddish  fly  among  black  flies  [i.e.,  miniscule  in 
number].”  Allah’s  Messenger  £ said,  “My  Lord  promised  me  seventy 
thousand,  and  an  additional  seventy  thousand  with  every  one  thousand 
among  them,  and  then  He  increased  me  three  Handfuls.  (He  will  take 
three  Handfuls  from  Hell  and  admit  them  to  Paradise  befitting  His 
Glory.)” 

Reported  by  Ahmad,  al-Tabaranl,  Ibn  Abl  cAsim  and  Ibn  Kathlr. 

It  has  a firm  chain  of  transmission  and  its  sources  are  authentic. 
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35/10.  According  to  'Utba  b.  cAbd  al-Sulaml  Allah  s Messenger  ^ 
said, 

“Indeed,  my  Lord  has  promised  me  that  He  will  place  seventy 
thousand  of  my  Umma  in  Paradise  without  reckoning  and  then  for 
every  one  thousand  among  them  there  shall  follow  sevent}  thousand 
more  [and  in  al-Tabaranl’s  words,  Then  every  one  thousand  among 
them  will  intercede  on  behalf  of  seventy  thousand  people  ],  then 
Allah  will  deliver  three  handfuls  of  people  from  the  Hell.  Upon  seeing 


35  Set  forth  by  •Ibn  Hibban  in  al-Sahih , 16:232  §7*47;  •al-Tabaranl  in  al - 
Mujam  al-kabtr , 17:127  §312.,  and  in  *al-Mu  jam  al-awsat , 1:127  §402; 
•Ibn  Kathlr  in  Tafsir  al-Qufan  aWAzJm,  1:395;  •al-Haythaml  in  Majma 1 al- 
zawa'id , 10:409,414. 
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this,  cUmar  said,  “Allah  is  the  Greatest!”  The  Prophet  then  said, 
“Allah  shall  permit  the  first  seventy  thousand  to  intercede  on  behalf  of 
their  fathers,  mothers,  and  families,  and  I hope  that  He  will  make  my 
Umma  closest  of  those  handfuls.” 

Reported  by  Ibn  Hibban,  al-Tabarani  and  Ibn  Kathlr.  According 
to  Ibn  Kathlr,  “Al-Hafiz  al-Diya5  Abu  Abd  Allah  al-Maqdis! 
said  in  Sifat  al-Janna  (The  description  of  Paradise),  T find  no 
defect  in  this  chain.’” 
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36/11.  According  to  Abu  Hurayra  J*,  Allah’s  Messenger  said, 

“I  interceded  [with  Allah  $&]  on  behalf  of  my  Umma  and  He  said, 
‘You  shall  have  seventy  thousand  who  shall  enter  Paradise  without 
reckoning.’  I said,  ‘Increase  for  me.’  He  said,  ‘For  every  one  thousand 
among  them,  you  shall  have  an  additional  seventy  thousand.’  I said, 
‘Increase  for  me.’  He  said,  ‘You  have  such-and-such.’”  Abu  Bakr 
said,  “That  is  enough  for  us.”  cUmar  said,  “O  Abu  Bakr!  Let  Allah’s 
Messenger  alone  (accomplish)!”  Abu  Bakr  said,  “O  cUmar!  We  are 
but  one  handful  of  Allah’s  many  handfuls.” 

Reported  by  Ibn  Abl  Shayba,  al-Hannad  and  al-Daylaml. 


36  Set  forth  by  *Ibn  Abi  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf \ 6:318  §31739;  •Hannad  b.  al- 
Sirrl  in  al-Zuhd , 1:135  §178;  •al-Daylaml  in  Musnad  al-firdaws , 2:311  §3407. 


